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ACT i ON DEPARTMENT CONFE 1057 ; INFOR MATION V + E NT~i~ANE 

PRIORITY 596, LONDON PRIORITY 588, PARIS PRIORITY 6l8, MOSCOW 
PRIORITY 157, OTTAWA PRIORITY 277 , NEW DELHI PRIORI TY 347, 

BANGKOK PRIORITY 388, SAIGON PRIORITY 362 

THREE PRINCES AND ADVISERS MET AT FOUR THIS AFTERNOON IN PALAIS 
DES NATIONS UNDER AUSPICES CO-CHAIRMEN. MEETING BEGAN WITH BRIEF 
ENTREATIES FROM PUSHKIN AND MACDONALD FOR ASSISTANCE IN BRINGING 
CONFERENCE TO SUCCESSFUL CONCLUSION. 


DISCUSSION THEN TURNED TO- DOCUMENTS ALREADY NEGOTIATED BY CONFERENCE. 


SOUPHANAUVONG REPORTEDLY SAID HE ACCEPTED THEM. PHOUMI, SPEAKING 
FOR BOUN OUM, SAID HE HAD RESERVATIONS ON TWO POINTS. FIRST WAS 
ARTICLE 5 OF PROTOCOL WHICH MENTIONS F RENCH P RESENCE. HE FELT 
THIS INTERNAL AFFAIR WHICH COULD ONLY BE TREATED IN LAO DECLARA- 
TION OF NEUTRALITY . SECOND WAS ARTICLE 9 (RE ICC COMPETENCE 
OVER CEASE-FIRE) TO WHICH HIS RESERVATION WAS NOT SPECIFIED. 
SOUVANNA THEN SAID HE ACCEPTED ALL ARTICLES CURRENTLY NEGOTI- 
ATED. HE THEN HE LPFU LLY ADDED THAT HE UNDERSTOOD ONLY REMAINING 
BUSINESS FOR CONFERENCE CONCERNED SEATO AND PRIVATE ARMIES. 


AT THIS POINT, CO-CHAIRMEN AROSE AND SAID THEY WERE WITHDRAWING 
FROM ROOM IN ORDER LEAVE LAO OPPORTUNITY TALK AMONG THEMSELVES 
RE LAO INTERNAL MATTERS. OUR REPORTS RE 20 -Mi NUTE CONVERSATION 
WHICH FOLLOWED CAME FROM QUINIM AND FROM WHAT PHOUMI VONGVICHIT 
LATER SAID TO PRESS. FROM THESE ACCOUNTS, DISCUSSION GOT NO- 
WHERE BECAUSE OF PHOUMI *S INSISTENCE THAT DISCUSSIONS RE LAO 

_ INTERNAL AFFAIRS 
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-2- CONFE 1057, JANUARY l8, 10 PM FROM GENEVA 
INTERNAL AFFAIRS COULD ONLY BE HELD IN LAOS. 


AT SIX O'CLOCK RECEPTION, WHEN THESE EVENTS REPORTED TO SROWN, 
LATTER FACED PHOUMi SQUARELY WITH QUESTION WHETHER ANY MEANINGFUL 
TALKS WERE GOING TAKE PLACE HERE. PHOUM! REPLIED THAT THERE WOULD 
BE OPPORTUNITY FOR SUCH TALKS DURING DINNER WITH MACDONALD THIS 
EVENING. AT BROWN'S INSISTENCE, P HOUM i THEN SPOKE FURTHER WITH 
SOUVANNA AND SOUPHANAVONG IN ORDER ARRANGE SUBSEQUENT MEETING OF 
THREE AT PALAIS TOMORROW AFTERNOON. UPON HIS DEPARTURE FROM 
RECEPTION, PHOUMI ASKED MACDONALD RESERVE ROOM IN PALAIS FOR 
THIS PURPOSE. 

DURING RECEPTION (AND BEFORE PHOUMI ARRANGED FOR ROOM) PUSHKIN 
WAS IN BLACK MOOD. HE BECAME EX CITAB LE WITH SULLIVAN AND LATER 
WITH HARRIMAN RE CONSEQUENCES PHOUMI 'S GENERAL PERFORMANCE. HE 
SAID THiS WOULD RESULT IN ONE BA NG-UP PLENARY SESSION WHICH 
WOULD END THE CONFERENCE AND THAT HO STILITIES W OULD BREAK OUT 
iN LAOS. WHEN SULLIVAN ASKED HiM WETHER THTs"WAS A THREAT, HE 
COMPLAINED THAT PHOUMI »S FORCES WERE VIOLATING CEASE-FIRE AND 
THAT CHIANG KAI-SHEK'S TROOPS WERE ACTIVELY INVOLVED. HARRIMAN 
DISPUTED HIM ON THIS POINT, BUT PUSHKIN REMAINED TRUCULENT AND 
UPSET. 
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BECAUSE CO-CHAIRMEN HAD AGREED THAT ONLY OFFICIAL COMMENT TO PRESS 


FROM THEM WOULD BE BARE BONES ANNOUNCEMENT THAT MEETING HAD BEEN 
HELD, BRITISH WERE MOST UPSET OVER jVONGVICHiT PERFORMANCE IN 
WHICH HE GAVE PRESS BLOW-BY-BLOW DaSCRfPT I ON PR I VAT.E. 'THREE- 
PRINCE MEETING. IN ORDER OFFSET Th I $' fi . SR i : T ! SH SPOKESMAN: WADE ' ' 
UNATTRIBUTED COMMENT THAT VONGVICH T ‘ACCOUNT WAS BIASED AND’ 

THAT MEETINGS HAD BEEN MOST CORD 1 Al . - = ONLY r UvXS . COMMENT WAS,.. 

DELEGATIONS SPOKESMAN'S STATEMENT THAT WE WERE CONFIDENT A FARTHER 
MEETING OF THREE PRINCES WOULD TAKt PLACE. i KHAMPAN 'P.ANYAi,:^--^ 
SPEAKING FOR RLG, SAID GEN. PHOUM! WAS WILL ING -CONDUCT .EXPLORA- 


TORY TALKS HERE, ALTHOUGH CONSTITUTION REQUIRED ULTIMATE ARRANGE- 
MENTS BE CONSUMMATED IN LAOS., SAID HE :: WOULD IMAGINE” THAT 
FURTHER MEETING WOULD TAKE PLACE TOMORROW. 
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